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Humans damaging the environment faster than it can recover, UN finds

Degradation of the w
humans is rapidly ou
to absorb the damage, meaning the rate of
deterioration is increasing globally, the most
comprehensive environmental study ever under-
taken by the UN has found.

The study, which involved 1,203 scientists, hun-
_ dreds of scientific institutions and more than 160
=% governments brought together by the UN

= Environment Programme (UNEP), concludes
e that without radical action the level of prosperity
S that millions of people in the developed world
=% count on will be impossible to maintain or
extend to poorer countries.

Water scarcity is the scourge of some of the poorest regions on Earth, the study found, leaving developing
countries increasingly unable to feed themselves, and causing hardship for millions of people. There appears
little prospect of this dire situation being remedied, according to the UN, without radical action being taken.
UNEP found the rate of damage to the natural environment was increasing globally, despite concerted efforts
to persuade governments to take measures to improve the condition of vital natural resources, such as water,
land and the seas.

Al f current trends continue, and the worl d f
consumpti on, i f o we fail to use natur al resou
continue to decline, o warned Achim Steiner,

He said the tools for improving the environment for millions of people existed in developed countries but
were in danger of not being used.

The study, using decades of scientific data, found that basic measures to tackle some of the key causes of en-
vironmental damage were still not being taken. These included measures to reduce air pollution, such as
changes to vehicles; the damage to marine eco-systems, which can have a huge effect on fish stocks on
which hundreds of millions of people depend, and the degradation of land when modern agricultural methods
were pursued without regard to the longer-term consequences.
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We do not inherit the world from our parents. We borrow it from our grandchildren.



http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/jun/27/donor-aversion-water-projects
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/may/17/how-are-cities-around-the-world-tackling-air-pollution
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/may/17/how-are-cities-around-the-world-tackling-air-pollution
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/oct/13/marine-food-chains-at-risk-of-collapse-extensive-study-of-worlds-oceans-reveals
http://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2015/nov/13/seven-things-agricultural-technology-farming-farmers-mobile-phones

CLEAR DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ORGANIC AND NON-ORGANIC FOODO STUDY FINDS

Organic food has more of the antioxidant compounds linked to better health than regular food, and
lower levels of toxic metals and pesticides, according to the most comprehensive scientific analysis
to date.

The international team behind the work suggests that switching to organic fruit and vegetables
could give the same benefits as adding one or two portions of the recommended "five a day".

The team, led by Prof Carlo Leifert at Newcastle University, concludes that there are "statistically
significant, meaningful™ differences, with a range of antioxidants being "substantially higher" i
between 19% and 69% 1 in organic food. It is the first study to demonstrate clear and wide-ranging
differences between organic and conventional fruits, vegetables and cereals.

The researchers say the increased levels of antioxidants are equivalent to "one to two of the five
portions of fruits and vegetables recommended to be consumed daily and would therefore be
significant and meaningful in terms of human nutrition, if information linking these [compounds] to
the health benefits associated with increased fruit, vegetable and whole grain consumption is
confirmed".



http://www.ncl.ac.uk/energy/people/profile/carlo.leifert

SAILING SHIPS BACK IN VOGUE AS A GREEN ALTERNATIVE

One of the worl ddés ol dest met hods of tran
ships, which kept the British Empire in tea, sugar and tobacco, are back in vogue as a green alternative
to conventional shipping.

Wine, coffee, cacao beans and rum are among the items filling holds on a growing number of ships that
are reviving old trade routes more than a century after the advent of steam engines ended the golden
age of sail.

Restaurants such as Noma in Denmar k and edqd
and London, sell wine that arrived under sail. New Dawn Traders, an organisation set up by Jamie
Pike, a Bristol-based environmentalist, to transport goods using wind power, imports rum, chocolate
and coffee on a Dutch ship, Tres Hombres.
spire people; to reconnect consumers with
Martyn Heighton, head of National Historic Ships, an advisory body that reports to the Department for
Culture, Media & Sport, thinks the market
he said.

Five years after Guillaume Le Grand, who runs the French sailing freight company Wind Transport

(TOWT), first spotted the possible fimar ketji

year . Even with predicted growth of 50 per
drop in the oceano, but added: fAPeople hav
Jorne Langelaan, a former captain who set up the Dutch shipping company Fairtransport, which owns
Tres Hombres, hopes that drawing attention to how goods are transported will prompt people to think
more about how much they are buying. AnPol |

spor

ronment al damage, because itds so cheap to se

more products], is even worse, o0 he said.

One of the ships his company wuses, Nordlys
sel still sailing in the newest business -
intensive nature of the industry means goods imported under sail will always be more expensive. But
Mr Le Grand estimates that the additional




DoNG WORRY ABOUT FRACKING
CLEAN ENERGY WILL MAKE IT OBSOLETE

Portugal runs for four days straight
on renewable energy alone.
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Zero emission milestone reached as country is powered by just wind, solar and hydro-generated
electricity for 107 hours

Portugal kept its lights on with renewable energy alone for four consecutive days in a clean energy
milestone revealed by data analysis of national energy network figures.

Electricity consumption in the country was fully covered by solar, wind and hydro power in an
extraordinary 107-hour run that lasted from 6.45am on Saturday 7 May until 5.45pm the following
Wednesday, the analysis says.

News of the zero emissions landmark comes just days after Germany announced that clean energy
had powered almost all its electricity needs on Sunday 15 May, with power prices turning negative
at several times in the day i effectively paying consumers to use it.

Renewable energyaccounted for almost half of all new power plants in 2014

This represents a ficlear sign that an ener
Energy Agency (IEA).

Green energy is now the second-largest generator of electricity in the world, after coal, and is set

to overtake the dirtiest fossil fuel in the early 2030s, saidthe | EA6s Wor |l d Ener g
report.
ARThe biggest story is in the case of renew
|l onger a niche. Renewabl e energy has becon
new investment was going into renewables but warned that the $490bn of fossil fuel subsidies in
2014 meant there was not a Afair competit.i
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http://zero.ong/consumo-de-eletricidade-em-portugal-foi-assegurado-durante-mais-de-4-dias-seguidos-por-fontes-renovaveis/
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-05-16/germany-just-got-almost-all-of-its-power-from-renewable-energy
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/renewableenergy
http://www.worldenergyoutlook.org/
http://www.worldenergyoutlook.org/

WIND POWER GENERATES 1402 OF DENMARKG
ELECTRICITY DEMAND

Unusually high winds allowed Denmark to meet all of its electricity needs T with plenty to spare for
Germany, Norway and Sweden too .

Oliver Joy, a spokesman for the Wind Europe t
spread across Europe - last year with Denmark and now in Portugal. The Iberian peninsula is a great
resource for renewables and wind energy, njot |
James Watson, the CEO of SolarPower Europel sai
country, but what seems extraordinary today will be commonplace in Europe in just a few years. The

energy transition process is gathering momentum and records such as this will continue to be set and

broken across Europe. 0

Last year, wind provided 22% of electricity and all renewable sources together provided 48%, accord-

ing to the Portuguese renewable energy association.

Whil e Portugal 6s c¢cl ean energy surge has been s
schemes for new wind capacity were reduced in 2012,

Despite this, Portugal added 550MW of wind capacity between 2013 and 2016, and industry groups

now have their sights firmly set on the grleen
AANn i ncr eoat sféentdrcommectors, alreformed electricity market and political will are all es-
sential, o Joy said. ABut with the right polici
needs in the next 15 years. o

In 2015, wind power alone met 42% of electricity demand in Denmark, 20% in Spain, 13% in Ger-

many and 11% in the UK.

Wat son sai d: AThe age of inflexible and ppllu
increasingly be provided from clean, renewahble



http://www.theguardian.com/world/portugal
http://www.theguardian.com/world/europe-news
http://www.apren.pt/pt/dados-tecnicos-3/dados-nacionais-2/producao-2/a-producao-de-electricidade-em-portugal-2/producao-de-eletricidade-por-fonte-em-2015/
http://www.apren.pt/pt/dados-tecnicos-3/dados-nacionais-2/producao-2/a-producao-de-electricidade-em-portugal-2/producao-de-eletricidade-por-fonte-em-2015/

SUSTAINABLE FOOD CITIES

Across the globe, communities at every scale have recognised the key role food can play in dealing
with some of todaydéds most pressing social,
joined up approach to transforming their food culture and food system.

From obesity and diet-related ill-health to food poverty and waste, climate change and biodiversity loss
to declining prosperity and social dislocation, food is not only at the heart of some of our greatest prob-
lems but is also a vital part of the solution.

The Sustainable Food Cities approach involves developing a cross-sector partnership of local public
agencies, businesses, academics and NGOs committed to working together to make healthy and sus-
tainable food a defining characteristic of where they live.

Liverpool has been selected as one of just six cities in the UK to lead the way in improving food cul-
ture and receive support to become a Sustainable Food City.

The Sustainable Food Cities aim to make healthy and sustainable food a defining characteristic of a
city, and use good food to address some of
problems including obesity, food poverty and climate change.

After an intensive six month preparation phase, Liverpool has been selected from a shortlist of over 12
pioneering cities to receive funding that will set it on its way to becoming a Sustainable Food City.
The funding will allow a dedicated Sustainable Food City officer to work with the co-ordinating net-
work, the Liverpool Food Alliance. The Liverpool Food Alliance brings together local businesses, so-
cial enterprises, community groups, <charit
cess to local, affordable and sustainable food with people across the city region.
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How UK GOVERNMENT IS BLOCKING

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Legal battles to protect the environment ‘easier to fight in China than the UK’
Changes to the costs and administration of environmental legal challenges in the UK could potentially

Aichill the ability of citizens to bring ca
ecutive of NGO ClientEarth.
The costs system is currently Athe most pu

couraging citizens from challenging government actions that affect the environment, he will say.

In April his firm won a legal battle at the supreme court in which the government was found to be
breaching EU limits on air pollution T linked to thousands of premature deaths every year i and or-
dered to produce a clean-up plan by the end of the year.

In China and the US, citizens can bring an environmental legal challenge in the public interest T a case
where they stand to gain no more than any other member of the public i without fear of incurring costs
should they lose.

But in the UK charities and individuals launching environmental challenges face paying initial costs to
the other side of up to £5,000 and £10,000 if they lose, while the defendant T in most cases the govern-
ment i stands to pay £35,000.

The government is now proposing to reduce the initial cost caps for defendants to £25,000 while dou-
bling the cost caps for charities and individuals, with the risk of these limits being removed altogether
by a judge.

WIRRAL PoMoONA COMMUNITYCIDER MAKING GROUP

In September this year Wirral Pomona will be looking for apples to convert into cider or juice - they
have constructed a new press made of traditional materials capable of dealing with large volumes.

Contact Dave Ellwand if you want to be involved or have your apples pressed -

pdellwand@hotmail.com
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http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/apr/29/supreme-court-orders-uk-to-draw-up-air-pollution-cleanup-plan

WIRRAL BOROUGH CoOunNCIL News

WBC will be launching a major recycling drive in Leasowe starting on 6™ June 2016.
Recycling figures have recently risen to about 38%. In contrast, National rates have reduced slightly.

Waste food collections will start in 2017

WBC are looking into reducing the size of the green bins or extending collections to 3 weekly instead
of 2111

Why not join us for :

World Environment Day & Time Capsule Project (22nd Anniversary)
Sunday 5th June 2016 NESS GARDENS

PROGRAMME:

Conference Room

14:00 7 15:15 WELCOME to all, from Ness Gardens on this World Environment Day

- Keynote speech given by Prof John Guillebaud

- Minute of silence in memory of the late George Bowler, who with his wife Garnette contributed so
much in support of the eco-time capsule at Ness

- Premier of a new DVD with song for the www.ecotimecapsule website and youtube
- Discussion: Is it all now too late? Can the scariest scenarios for our grandchildren be avoided?

Time Capsule Site

15:20 7 15:45 - Annual apple-cutting ceremony

Conference Tearoom

15:457 16:30 Afternoon tea by invitation

SUPPORT OUR CHARITY BY BECOMING A MEMBER

WEN is an educational charity with 25yrs experience of working with schools and

community groups. Our aims are to educate the public about living sustainable and healthy lifestyles
and we achieve this through running courses on growing your own food, public

discussions , organised events, working in schools to support teachers and working with

community groups and organisations in growing and recycling. Our work is supported by a large num-
ber of volunteers committed to the charity ideals.

INDIVIDUALS £10 COMMUNITY GROUPS £20 BUSINESSES £50

Contact Pam Baker 639 2121 email pam@Ila21.net for membership form

Wirral Environmental Network publish this newsletter as a community information tool. Please note that
the views expressed may not be those of Wirral Environmental Network, its trustees, staff or volunteers.




